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Lesson 10 Servant Leadership: Jesus Style 

 
“The chief means of resisting manipulation is humility – knowing who we really are and facing it. 
You can only serve by love. You can only love by choice. True love cannot be the result of decree, 
force or manipulation. Jesus always kept his strength to make loving choices. He calls us to make 

loving choices necessary to  be the servant of all.”  
                                                          -Gayle Erwin 

“The authority by which the Christian leader leads is not power but love, not force but example, 
not coercion but reasoned persuasion. Leaders have power, but power is safe only in the hands of 

those who humble themselves to serve.”  
                                                          -John Stott 

 
“Love serves.”  

                                                          -Landon Churchill 

 
basis of serving: true greatness is discovered in ____________  

Matthew 20:20	Then the mother of	Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and 
asking something from Him.  21	And He said to her,	“What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant that 
these two sons of mine	may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.” 

-The way to the top is the bottom, and the path is humble service. 
22	But Jesus answered and said,	“You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink	the cup that I 
am about to drink,	and be baptized with	the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
They said to Him, “We are able.” 
23	So He said to them,	“You will indeed drink My cup,	and be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but	it is for those	for 
whom it is prepared by My Father.” 
 
  -Being a servant involves ____________ 
 

24	And when the ten heard	it,	they were greatly displeased with the two brothers.		
	
		 -Striving for position threatens _________	
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25	But Jesus called them to	Himself	and said,	“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.	26	Yet	it shall not be so among you; 
but	whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.	27	And whoever desires to 
be first among you, let him be your slave—	28	just as the Son of Man did not come to be served,	but 
to serve, and	to give His life a ransom	for many.” 
 
 -Jesus ___________ ! 

 
Benefits of Serving: 

• Greatness 

• Gain 

• Giving 

• Gifts 

• Growth 

• Getting out of self 

 

HOMEWORK:  

Finish Reading: The Jesus Style by Gayle D. Erwin 

Memorize: Matthew 20:27-28 
And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - 28	just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served,	but to serve, and	to give His life a ransom	for many.” 

In what ways have you served in ministry in a local church [or para---church (e.g. Pantry, Kids 
Church, Lawn Crew) ministry?  
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe some of the benefits you have experienced in serving. 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 


