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Lesson 16 Apologetics: I Can Trust The Bible
Archaeology Verification, Internal & External Consistency 

Archaeology 

There have been more than 30,000 archaeological discoveries within the region known as 
“The Bible Lands” that have confirmed the truthfulness of the Bible. 

The Pilate Inscription (June of 1961) 

“Joseph son of Caiaphas.” Ossuary – 1990 

King David 1993 - Stone found in northern Israel in Dan 

Millar Burrows, Professor at Yale University  

“Archaeological work has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the 
Scriptural record. More than one archaeologist has found his respect for the Bible increased 
by the experience of excavation in Palestine.” 

The Megiddo Mosaic is an ancient mosaic that includes 
the words "God, Jesus Christ" in Greek.  
Considered the greatest discovery since the Dead Sea Scrolls 

The Bible’s Internal Consistency 

The Bible’s internal harmony. From the first book of the Bible, Genesis, to the last book, Revelation, 
the Bible is absolutely consistent. 

1. The Bible addresses life’s most controversial questions.

2. The Bible is a collection of 66 different documents.

3. The Bible was written by approximately 40 different authors.

4. Many of the Bible’s authors came from different educational and cultural
backgrounds.

5. The Bible was written over a period of approximately 1500+ years, covering some 60+
generations.
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6. Many of the authors were separated by hundreds of miles geographically,
on 3 different continents.

7. The Bible was written in 3 different languages.

In spite of these seven factors, and others, the Bible is a perfectly unified, harmonious 
account of how God is seeking to reconcile mankind back to Himself through the 
person and work of His Son. 

The Bible’s External Verification 

External sources verify that at least 80 persons mentioned in the Bible were actual historical 
figures. Old Testament: 50 people            New Testament: 30 people 

There are at least 39 sources outside of the Bible that attest to more than 100 facts regarding 
Jesus’ life, teachings, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

“At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus. And his conduct was good, and he was 
known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews and the other nations became his 
disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. And those who had become his disciples 
did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them after his crucifixion 
and that he was alive; accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets have 
recounted wonders.” -Flavius Josephus (Jewish Historian), Antiquities 18:63-64 

   “As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct 
       certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths” (1 Timothy 1:3–4). 

 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will 

turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3–4). 

 “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). 
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